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President's Message 
Jeff Hastings, 2020-2021 

Greetings from Jeff: 
  While the past 9 months have been unlike 
any we have seen, the Board of the Apex 
Historical Society would like to wish 
everyone happy holidays. Unfortunately, we 
will not be having our Christmas home tour 
this year.  However we are looking forward to 
a 2021 where we can again gather together to 
promote, preserve and protect the history of 
Apex. 

Coronavirus Continues:  
From Claire Rousseau's journal: 

Today December 1st cold but sunny 39 
degrees outside as I turn over my wall 
calendar page. Sad no Apex Home Tour this 
Sunday. This would have been our Apex 
Historical Society's 34th Tour of Homes 
celebrating people, architecture and a way of 
life long ago in Apex. 

I sit and remember our first Home Tour in 
1987. It was a marathon weekend for our 
newly formed historical society. Now we add 
another W to our Pandemic list of things to 
do, Wash hands, Wear mask, Wait apart and 
now patiently Wait for vaccine. 

Our Early Home Tours:  
Yes so long ago a young group of concerned 
Apex citizens wanted to preserve what 
attracted newcomers to Apex:  old homes, the 
Depot and downtown Salem Street. 

We initiated the downtown tree lighting 
ceremony on Friday night, we joined in the 
Saturday Parade with a float featuring two old 
time lady shoppers and a sausage maker in a 
general store, to generate awareness of our 
newly formed society and we had two homes 
on our tour on Sunday: the home of Dr Ronald 
G and Ruthie Hodson on 1012 N Salem Street 
and the home of Cloy J and Shirley Wells on 
209 South Hughes Street. 

Our first society President, Jan Brooks, 
inspired us to go for it and see how the home 
tour would be received by the community. 
Yes, she was a transplant from Michigan 
where she had previously had her home on 
tour and ran a very successful tour for her 
home town.  We were all enthused to show off 
two beautiful Apex homes and share their 
history. That Sunday was a wonderful day of 
meeting town folks who remembered the 
Well's home as the Teacheridge. Read more 
about these homes and others from our 
archives of our first two years home touring. 
Notes from our "Dispatch Newsletter 1989" 
are included.  

Hope you enjoy your 2020 Covid Style Home 
Tour. 
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Home of Dr. Ronald G & Ruthie Hodson, 
1012 N. Salem St. 
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This concludes our 34th home tour Covid-
Style.  Hope you enjoyed the review of past 
home tours. 
 
We look forward to hosting a real home tour 
in 2021.  If you would like to participate, 
please contact a member of the Board. 

AHS 2020-21 Board Members: 
 
Jeff Hastings ..............  AHS Board President 
Jeremy Bradham AHS Board Vice President 
Erin Thompson .... AHS Board Co-Secretary 
Diane Long .......... AHS Board Co-Secretary 
John Messler .............. AHS Board Treasurer 
John Pearson ...............  AHS Board Member 
Margaret Lawrence ....  AHS Board Member 
Michael Lawrence ......  AHS Board Member 
Laverne Seaagroves .... AHS Board member 
 

 
 
Jan Brooks, founder and 1st president of the 
Apex Historical Society, October 22, 1987. 
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THE APEX HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY SAYS, "HAVE 
YOURSELF AN OLD 
FASHIONED MERRY 
CHRISTMAS" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Holidays! 
Editors, Bill & Claire Rousseau 


